@ongress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

March 26, 2014
The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, Subcommittee on Labor, HHS,
Education, and Related Agencies Education, and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro,

Antibiotic resistance is the greatest public health threat of our time. Currently resistant bacteria
infect over 2 million and kill at least 23,000 Americans every year, accounting for direct health-
care costs of $20-35 billion. Globally, 700,000 die and the cost could be as high as $1.2 trillion.
If we do not act now, by 2050 antibiotic resistant infections will be the leading cause of death —
surpassing cancer — and could cost the world $100 trillion. Although antibiotics literally
transformed the practice of modern medicine, we have been poor stewards of their effectiveness
and we risk losing the greatest medical advance of the 20th century.

This problem has been noted with increasing alarm by the World Health Organization (WHO),
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the President's Council of Advisors on
Science and Technology (PCAST), among others. Funding to combat antibiotic resistance is
desperately needed. The President’s FY2016 budget request called for a $1.2 billion dollar
investment in combating resistance. Over half of the request, $650 million, is earmarked for
discovery of new antibiotics.

However, while new antibiotics are needed to fill the void created by the rising tide of resistance,
we must remember that it was not an inability to discover antibiotics, but rather a failure to use
them judiciously that has created rampant resistance and led to the current crisis. It is estimated
that 35-50% of human patients who are prescribed antibiotics do not need them. Animal
agriculture consumes 80% of all antibiotics sold in the U.S. where the majority of these are
routinely given to healthy animals for “growth promotion” or “disease prevention”.
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It is clear that unless we implement good stewardship practices combined with robust
surveillance to ensure they are effective at reducing unnecessary uses of antibiotics and
stemming the rise of resistance we will continue to fritter away the few effective antibiotics we
still have. Addressing the overuse and misuse of antibiotics to preserve the effectiveness of
antibiotics we know work must be part of any solution to antibiotic resistance.

As you consider Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 LHHS appropriations bill we respectfully request the
following:

e $264 million to the CDC for the Antibiotic Resistance Bacteria (CARB) Strategy
Initiative to fully implement the surveillance, prevention, and stewardship activities
outlined in the CARB National Strategy including establishing “Protect” programs in all
50 states and 10 large cities, utilizing evidence-based approaches to stop the spread of
drug-resistant bacteria and preserve the effectiveness of existing antibiotics. The initiative
also supports a new network of regional labs to improve tracking of and response to
outbreaks of serious and potentially deadly bacteria.

e 3$30 million to continue the Advanced Molecular Detection (AMD) Initiative which
allows CDC to more rapidly determine where emerging diseases come from, whether
microbes are resistant to antibiotics, and how microbes are moving through a population
by employing advanced molecular sequencing tools along with cutting-edge information
technologies and bioinformatics experts.

We greatly appreciate your leadership and consideration of these requests.

Sincerely,

Jan B¢ akowski; ) ,
Memper of Congress

San}b\lv;[g}in
Member ngress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




@ongress of the fnited States
Washington, BE 20515

Donald S. Beyer

Member of Congress
John Conyers, Jr Rail M. Grijalva
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

ember of Congress
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