@ongress of the Mnited States
Washington, AC 20515

December 05, 2013

The Honorable Paul Ryan - The Honorable Patty Murray
Chairman Chairman

Budget Committee Senate Budget Committee
U.S. House of Representatives United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Ryan and Chairman Murray:

As the Budget Conference Committee works towards a federal budget, we write to urge you to accept
the funding level for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) included in the Senate
budget resolution and reject the funding levels included in the House-passed budget resolution. We are
greatly concerned that the House-passed budget resolution severely cuts SNAP and creates a block grant
program that would be detrimental to those in need. Too many families already struggle to feed
themselves even with the current meager benefit that food stamps provide. The Senate-passed budget
resolution does not include cuts to this important program and we strongly encourage you to support the
Senate position.

By cutting SNAP almost 18 percent -- $135 billion — over ten years, the Ryan Budget could result in 12
to 13 million families losing their food assistance or decreasing the amount of assistance that they
receive to 73 percent of the USDA’s Thrifty Food Plan. Additionally, we do not support a Block Grant
program for SNAP that will reduce the program’s flexibility in times of need.

We need to put a face on these numbers. The 47.8 million SNAP recipients are our friends, our
neighbors, and our fellow Americans who have been hit by hard times and are struggling to find their
footing. Forty-seven percent of SNAP households have children. In fact, three-fourths of SNAP
households are families with children, seniors, or people with disabilities. With 82 percent of SNAP
recipients struggling to live below the poverty line, we believe it would be unconscionable to allow cuts
to this valuable program and urge you to craft a federal budget that ensures we do not increase hunger in
America.

During this time holiday season, we cannot forget American families in need. It is our moral
responsibility to ensure that no man, woman or child ever goes hungry in this country.

We appreciate your attention to this crucial policy matter.

Sincerely,
Janice Hahn mes P. McGove

Member of Congress ember of Congress
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