@ongress of the Muited States
Washington, BE 20515

October 31, 2013

The Honorable Thomas J. Vilsack
Secretary

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Jamie L. Whitten Federal Building
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack:

As the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) develops its fiscal year (FY) 2015 budget
request, we urge you to request significant additional resources to address the bee health decline
challenges facing American beekeepers, including those experiencing Colony Collapse Disorder
(CCD). Thank you in advance for your consideration of our views.

Agriculture as we know it today in the United States may not exist without honeybee pollination.
In order for the country to have a healthy and plentiful food supply, honeybee pollination is
necessary. USDA has estimated that honeybees pollinate about one-third of the human diet. In
addition, pollination is responsible for up to $20 billion in added crop value, particularly for
specialty crops such as nuts, berries, fruits, and vegetables.

The nation’s beekeepers are facing numerous challenges that pose a threat to our food supply.
The most significant challenge that USDA has the ability to address is bee health. We are losing
honeybees at an alarming rate. In 1947, the United States had 6 million honeybee colonies.
Today, there are only about 2.5 million. Since 2006 alone, 10 million beehives with a value of
roughly $2 billion have been lost, most of which has been attributed to CCD alone.

More recently, preliminary results for the national survey of honeybee colony losses show that
the disturbing trend continues. The survey shows a decline of 31.1 percent of honeybee colonies
during the 2012/2013 winter, which is an increase of 42 percent over the previous winter. On
average, beekeepers lost 45.1 percent of their colonies during the winter. That is an increase of
78.2 percent from the previous winter. It is our understanding that a normal loss rate is only
around 15 percent.

While we appreciate the work of USDA’s CCD Steering Committee, we believe that more needs
to be done before it is too late. From our perspective, we should be making significant
investments in research activities in the laboratory and in the field. It is our hope that the FY 15
budget request includes increased honeybee research funding at the Agricultural Research
Service and National Institute of Food and Agriculture, including funds specifically dedicated to
researching the role pesticides may play in overall bee health decline. In addition, we believe it
is important that the Economic Research Service have the needed resources to undertake an
official study to establish the economic value of honeybees. An economic analysis of this type
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will help policymakers better understand the value of honeybees and prioritize federal resources
accordingly.

Again, thank you for consideration of our views. We look forward to working with you and
reviewing USDA’s FY |5 budget request.

Sincerely,
L]
L]
MARCY KAPTUR ALCEE L. HASTINGS
Member of Congress er of Congress
Member of Congress ongress
L]
PETER DEFAZI ISE M. SLAUGHT;
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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mber of Congress Member of Congress
EARL BLU UER RUSH HOLT
Member of Congress Member of Congress

) JAN SCHAKOWSKY
Member of Congress mber of Congress



MIKE HONDA JAMHS LANGEVI¥/
Member of Congress er of Congress

TTY MECOLLUM
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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PETER WELCH
Member of Congress
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DINA'TITUS FREDERICA S. WILSON
Member of Congress Member of Congress
ED HUFFMAN PETERS
ember of Congress Member of Congress
MARK POCAN CAROL SHEA-PORTER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Dr. Catherine E. Woteki
Under Secretary for Research, Education and Economics

Dr. Edward B. Knipling
Administrator, Agricultural Research Service

Dr. Sonny Ramaswamy
Director, National Institute of Food and Agriculture

Dr. Mary Bohman
Administrator, Economic Research Service



