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LETTER FROM REPRESENTATIVE MIKE 

LEVIN 
OCTOBER 2026 

INTRODUCTION 

I am fortunate to represent one of the most beautiful Congressional districts in the United States. 

While we have many incredible resources, none is more important than our coastline. And for years, 

directly threatening that coastline has been more than 1,600 tons of spent nuclear fuel stored just 100 feet 

from the Pacific Ocean. This is the legacy of the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS), which 

stopped producing electricity in 2012, as well as the result of decades of failed federal policy to address the 

storage and disposal of our nation's spent nuclear fuel. 

When I convened the SONGS Task Force shortly after being sworn into office in January 2019, the 

situation was bleak. There were effectively two fully intact nuclear plants still standing at the water's edge, 

with spent fuel sitting in wet storage pools. Decommissioning had barely begun. The federal government 

had walked away from Yucca Mountain in Nevada without an alternative, and the consent-based siting 

process that could actually move spent fuel off our coast existed only as a recommendation on paper. 

Our first report, published in March 2020, laid out thirty policy recommendations for a problem that had 

been stalled, in one form or another, for a generation. 

Six years later, I am proud to report that we have made real, tangible progress of the kind that once felt out 

of reach. 

At SONGS itsel£ all of the spent fuel has now been safely transferred out of the wet pools and into dry 

storage. After six years of decommissioning work, crews have demolished 52 of the site's 62 structures 

and removed more than 700 million pounds of material. In the coming months, work will begin to 

dismantle the two containment domes that have defined this stretch of coastline since the 1980s, with 

decommissioning on track to be substantially complete by the end of 2028. 

At the federal level, the change has been just as significant. Since I took office, we have helped secure nearly 

$250 million to manage spent nuclear fuel and move it off sites like SONGS, including $100 million in 

Fiscal Year 2026 alone, after years in which Congress budgeted next to nothing. That funding has stood 

up a collaborative siting process for consolidated interim storage. It has certified the Atlas railcar system 

built to transport spent fuel safely across the country. And it has established new federal research capacity 

dedicated to the safe, long-term stewardship of spent fuel. The Supreme Court's 2025 decision in NRC v. 

Texas left intact the legal pathway to license the storage facilities we will need. 

I now bring these priorities directly to the House Appropriations Committee and its Energy and Water 

Subcommittee, where I can continue to fight for the resources this work demands. 
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CHAPTER 1: REP LEVIN'S APPROPRIA­

TIONS AND LEGISLATIVE RECORD 

Since coming to Congress in 2019, Rep. Levin has made addressing spent nuclear fuel issues one of his top 

legislative priorities. This has included introducing several bills to address the key challenges on spent fuel 

and fighting for funding through the Appropriations process to advance a federal solution. 

FUNDING FOR NUCLEAR WASTE MANAGEMENT: 

Since Rep. Levin took office in 2019, he has helped to secure nearly $250 million for managing spent 

nuclear fuel, including $100 million in Fiscal Year (FY) 2026. This funding has helped to make progress 

on an issue that had been stalled for years before Rep. Levin came to Congress. Now that Rep. Levin is 

a member of the House Appropriations Committee and the Energy and Water Subcommittee, he will 

continue advocating for more funding for the spent fuel program. 

So far, funding that Rep. Levin has helped to secure has resulted in: 

• Establishment of a collaborative siting process for a consolidated interim storage (CIS) facility to

relocate spent fuel at SONGS and other nuclear power plants to a consolidated facility for storage

while the repository siting process is underway. CIS will help move the waste from SONGS faster

and provide a safer, consolidated location for management of spent fuel.

• Establishment and operation of a Collaborative Siting Consortia to facilitate inclusive community

engagement and elicit public feedback on the siting of nuclear waste facilities through engagement in

mutual learning about nuclear waste with communities across the country. The Consortia held more

than 250 public engagements, 16 Tribal engagements and 40 government engagements, and awarded

18 direct grants to communities interested in learning more about hosting spent fuel.

• Advancement of the planning for DOE to develop a federal CIS Facility, including determination of a

mission need for the facility, marking the first step of the DOE process to manage large infrastructure

projects.

• January 2026 issuance of a Request for Information (RFI) inviting states to express interest in hosting

Nuclear Lifecycle Innovation Campuses, which could support work across the nuclear fuel life cycle,

with an emphasis on storage and disposition at the back end of the fuel cycle.

The deadline for RFI responses was April 1, 2026.

• July 2026 announcement that the Governors of Utah, Tennessee, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and Idaho

signed Memorandums of Understanding with the DOE to continue exploring the opportunity to

become host sites.

• The next step will be continued collaborative engagement between DOE and the five selected

candidate sites to reach binding hosting agreements, passage of necessary amendments to state law

and regulations, and Congressional amendments to the Nuclear Waste Policy Act to allow the siting

and construction process to proceed.

5 CHAPTER 1: REP LEVIN'S APPROPRIATIONS AND LEGISLATIVE RECORD 
































